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to this year's festival as your new

Tournament Organiser. While this is
my first year in the role, the Summer
Festival has been part of my life for over

20 years—first as a player, then a Director, and most Event officials (5)
recently as the Organiser for the 2024 Australian Sponsors (6)
Youth Bridge Championships. Introducing the Baker's Dozen (7)

Decision Dynamics (7-9)
Growing up in Canberra, this event was a highlight of
my year, and it's exciting to return and help create an
unforgettable experience for everyone.

Whether it's your first festival or your 50" and whether you're here for the competition, the
camaraderie, or just the sheer joy of playing bridge, I'm confident we're in for a great time
together!

A big shout out to lan Thomson, our outgoing Tournament Organiser, for his incredible work
in making the festival shine over the years. This year, lan gets to enjoy the event as a player—
so let's give him a warm welcome back at the table!

Thank you to our sponsors and the Canberra Bridge Club, and the amazing team working
tirelessly behind the scenes. Without you, none of this would be possible.

Here's to a week of fun, friendship, and fantastic bridge. Play hard, laugh often, and enjoy
every moment. Let's make this festival one to remember!

Laura Ginnan
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The ABF Welcomes You to the 2025 Summer Festival of Bridge

On behalf of the Australian Bridge Federation (ABF), it's our great pleasure to
welcome you to this year's festival. Whether you're a first-time participant or a
seasoned festival-goer, we're delighted to have you join us for an incredible
week of bridge, competition, and fun.

To our first-year players, a special welcome! We hope this marks the beginning
of many exciting bridge adventures. For those who have travelled far to be with
us, thank you for your effort and dedication—it's players like you who make this
event truly special.

The 2025 festival offers a program full of opportunities for players at all levels,
from beginners to experts. The Canberra Rex Hotel provides a fantastic venue for
our games, complemented by excellent nearby accommodations and dining
options to ensure a comfortable and enjoyable stay.

This event wouldn't be possible without the support of our amazing sponsors. A
huge thank you to TBIB Insurance Brokers, Fixed Income Solutions, and The

Bridge Shop. Their commitment to bridge helps make events like this possible,

so please consider supporting those who support bridge.

Thank you to Tournament Organiser Laura Ginnan, Chief Tournament Director
Laurie Kelso and everyone involved for their hard work in creating what promises
to be a fantastic festival. Best of luck at the tables, and may this festival be filled
with exciting games and lasting memories!

ARBFK
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The Board of the Australian Bridge Federation
Allison Stralow (President), Jenny Thompson (Secretary), Dagmar Neumann,
Richard Ward & David Fryda (Executive Director)
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Howling Moon
rooftop bar and
Swan and King

Restaurant
(level 5/6) open daily
after play

CAR PARKING

Limited parking at the Rex is available.

Parking can be used across the road at the Canberra Accommodation Centre (enter from
Northbourne Ave). If approaching down Northbourne from the South you will need to do a
U-turn at Wakefield Ave (not Ipima St)

FREE OFF PEAK PUBLIC TRANSPORT TRAVEL FOR INTERSTATE
SENIORS CARD HOLDERS

As an Interstate Senior cardholder, you're entitled to free off-peak travel.

To travel during peak hours (weekdays before 9:00 am and 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm), you will
need to pay a discounted concession fare. Interstate Senior cardholders are not eligible
for over 70s free travel.

All concession holders must carry their proof of concession while travelling on
public transport. For more information see https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-
and-myway/concessions/seniors#60

LUNCH + CAFE

Food and beverage is available for purchase onsite. Bridge patrons (not staying at the
Rex) are kindly requested not to bring food or beverages purchased elsewhere into the
hotel for consumption on the premises as it contravenes Rex Hotel policy.

Kiosk to be staffed from 8.30 am to 4pm for snacks and light refreshments:

. Barista tea & coffee — from $5.00 per beverage
. Assorted sandwiches & wraps — from $10 per serve
. Assorted cakes and desserts — from $4.50 per serve
. A la carte chef's meal (hot and ambient options) — from $15 per serve
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CANBERRA REX HOTEL

FLOOR PLAN

Most games will be played in the Great
Room (straight ahead and to the left as you
go into the building) or in the Ballroom (to
the right as you enter the building).

Female toilets are located in the hallway
leading towards the ballroom and the rear of
the great room.

Male toilets are located in the hallway
leading to the Ballroom.

The bars/restaurants are a quick lift ride to
level 5+6. Be sure to head there after your
game to discuss hands in and enjoy in the
view.
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PROGRAM TUESDAY 7/1
Red Masterpoint duplicate and workshop

Workshop 10.00-12.00 (Ballroom), Red Masterpoint Duplicate 1.00 -4.30 (Location TBC)

Rookies (u20 MP) Workshop and Welcome Pairs (1 day event)
Workshop 10.00-12.00, Welcome Pairs 1.00-4.30 (Ballroom)

Novice (u100 MP) Workshop and Welcome Pairs (1 day event)
Workshop 10.00-12.00, Welcome Pairs 1.00-4.30 (Ballroom)

National Women'’s Teams Championship (day 1 of 3)
Session times 9.45am, 1.00pm, 3.50pm, conclude by 6.30pm (Great room))

National seniors' Teams Championship (day 1 of 3)
Session times 9.45am, 1.00pm, 3.50pm, conclude by 6.30pm (Great room)

National 750 Masters’ Teams Championship (day 1 of 3)
Session times 9.45am, 1.00pm, 3.50pm, conclude by 6.30pm (Great room)
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NEED HELP?
DURING THE GAME

DIRECTORS (RED SHIRTS)
Bridge related matters

CADDIES (BLACK SHIRTS)
If you run out of boards to play

VENUE RELATED + LOST PROPERTY
Rex reception/foyer

EVERYTHING ELSE
Mary Elson Player Experience Specialist

EVENT OFFICIALS
TOURNAMENT ORGANISER

Laura Ginnan

(not@abf.com.au, if urgent 0411 694 248)

CHIEF TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Laurie Kelso

REVIEWERS
Matthew McManus & Nick Hughes

REVIEW CONSULTANTS

Jonathon Free, Shane Harrison & Jodi Tutty

ABF ON SITE REPRESENTATIVES
Warren Lazer & Liam Milne

RECORDERS

Dee Harley, Phil Markey, Pele Rankin + TBA
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BIDDING BOXES ARE USED IN ALL EVENTS.
IF YOU HAVEN'T USED A BIDDING BOX
CLICK HERE TO WATCH A VIDEO

SYSTEM CARDS ARE REQUIRED AT ALL
SUMMER FESTIVAL EVENTS

CLICK HERE TO WATCH A VIDEO

Concerns? Speak Up, We're Here To Help

The ABF is committed to ensuring that all
players compete in a pleasant and
respectful environment. To assist in this,
we appoint recorders to facilitate the
smooth running of bridge events. The role
of our recorders is to:

e Receive information (either verbal or
written) from individual players as to
concerns which may arise from events at
the table

e Be available for consultation prior to
commencement of play (10 minutes) and
at the end of play (20 minutes); and

e Consider the issue/s raised and take
appropriate action.

If you require a recorder, simply speak
with one of the directors (red shirts).
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUtuly-B3fA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9ROlSCySy4

SPONSORS - SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT BRIDGE!

é THE Under 20 & Under 100 Masterpoints Swiss Pairs (Wed 8/1-9/1)

BR'DGE SHOP Under 20 & Under 100 Masterpoints Teams (Fri 10/1)

Fixed Income Solutions Swiss Pairs (Fri 10/1)

li FIXED INCOME
SOLUTIONS

' T B I B Swiss Pairs (Sat 11/1 - Sun 12/1)

PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT

BULLETIN FEATURE

THE BAKER'S DOZEN BY PETER GILL
AND MICHAEL COURTNEY

Each day in the 13 bulletins of the Summer Festival fortnight, Peter and Michael will
present a hand and a tip from the Australian Mixed Team Playoff.

NEW! We’re making it easier to share your big plays and big news
for the bulletin! At the event, a permanent camera will be setup.
Instead of having to write an article or find an Editor you can simply

walk up to the camera and tell your story!

Tuesday December 31° (2024)
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https://www.fixedincomesolutions.com/
https://abfinsurance.com.au/
https://www.bridgeshop.com.au/

DECISION DYNAMICS

The Australian Youth Bridge Championships will kick off on January 4th, hosted at the

Canberra Accommodation Centre, conveniently located just across the road from the

Rex Hotel. This exciting event will see approximately 65 talented young players from
Australia and New Zealand.

Over the past two years, the Championships and the Australian Youth Bridge Committee
have been raising funds to support participants and provide T-shirts for the event.
Donations are still welcome and can be made at:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/australian-youth-bridge.

As part of the 2024 Championships fundraiser, a bidding challenge was organized. This
challenge is a great way to get into the tournament spirit! In each bulletin, we'll feature a
problem along with answers from some of Australia and New Zealand's top players.

Here’s your first problem (IMPs scoring, nil vul, you are South):

® Q432 North East South West
v AKJ - - - 1D
¢ KT94 X Pass ?
$ 92
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DECISION DYNAMICS EXPERT SUBMISSIONS
2D- 9 votes, 3NT: 3 votes

Player name Bid Their comments

Ishmael  Delmonte 3NT | have been wrong before, just cant remember when.
Seriously, this could work out badly but | just love this contract!

Mike Doecke 2D No need to rush, I'll start with 2D and probably bid NT next. |
like to play this as only a 1RF (ie. 2M by opener is N/F) which is
something | learned from Ish many years ago.

Ben Thompson 2D | play this as inv+, no 5+M. The plan is to be able to uncover 4-4
major suit fits and avoid jumping around with 4 card majors
(which tends to lead to playing too many 4-3 fits at a high level).
Therefore, jumping in a major in response to a double is always
a 5+ suit (if you had the opportunity to cue the oppos suit
cheaply)

Mikey Ware 3NT (typed summary prepared from the live stream)
Love the double stopper!

David Gue 2D | want to play game, but | need to find out if partner has a spade
fit. Bidding a forcing 2D will help us explore different suits to
find a fit. If partner shows 4 spades, I'll bid 4S. Otherwise I'll bid
3NT.

Renee Cooper 2D With a 4 card major and decent diamond pips, my hand is good
enough for game opposite a takeout double. | want to be able
to unravel whether 4S or 3NT is the prime contract - hence
cuing gives me plenty of space to investigate.

Peter Gill 2D.  Bidding the opponent'’s suit shows any good hand. If partner
bids 2H over 2D, | will bid 2S, then my next bid will be 3NT.
Partner then has a good picture of my hand and can decide the
final contract. If | had great diamonds, | would pass 1D doubled,
not bid 2D.
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DECISION DYNAMICS EXPERT SUBMISSIONS CONTINUED

Player name
Pele Rankin

James Coutts

Sophie Ashton

Ron Klinger
Liam Milne
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Bid Their comments

2D 2D forcing to suit agreement - not necessarily promising both
majors. Partner may bid 2H. | can then bid 2S (hopefully right
siding it if game is 4S). If partner raises to 2S to 3S, | bid game. If
they bid 3C, 3D or 3H, we may well end up in 3NT.

3NT Great problem! Two clear options as far as I'm concerned. 2D
cue hoping to locate a 4-4 spade fit, or a direct jump to 3NT. If
partner has a singleton diamond and 4 spades we almost
certainly want to play 4S, but if they have more than 1 diamond
3NT could easily play better even with a spade fit. The very low
spade spots are a warning sign (we could have 2+ losers in that
suit even opposite a fit if they break poorly. So | very marginally
prefer 3NT.

2D | have an agreement with most partners that bidding 2 of the
opponents suit after a double from partner is forcing until suit
agreement.
So, for instance, if the bidding were to continue:
(1D) X (P) 2D
(P) 2H (P) 2S
partner is NOT allowed to pass me here. If he has a spade fit
they will raise, if they don't they'll bid another aspect of their
hand, perhaps 2NT or 3C. Without a spade fit, I'm forcing to
game and will bid 3NT. With a spade fit | will simply bid 4S and
not explore anything more. | have shown my hand.

2D.  We want to be in game, but which game is best. Maybe 48,
maybe 3NT. We play 2D is forcing until a suit has been bid and
raised.

2D With enough for game, we might belong in notrumps, spades or
somewhere else. The only way to investigate all options is with a
cue bid to set up a forcing auction.
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